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Success! Flint Creek Savanna expands!

by Tom Vanderpoel and John Wagner

Editoris Note: Tom Vanderpoel is a member of CFCis
Real Estate Committee and John Wagner is its Chairman.
Both have been dedicated to this project and are largely
responsible for its success.

In October, CFC signed a contract that will enlarge
Flint Creek Savanna by more than six acres. It is the
culmination of a story of persistence that spans a decade
and a half. In 1991, after our initial purchase at Flint
Creek, CFC searched for nearby land to expand the
preserve. The largest parcel was the Good Shepherd
Hospital piece adjacent to our western border. CFC
successfully acquired that land in the year 2000, more
than doubling the size of our tract. We had also been
following a smaller property south of the savanna

on Henry Lane. This piece is part of a larger wetland
connected to Flint Creek; it also contains upland that is
comprised of open grassland. It is the only remaining
undeveloped property adjacent to our preserve.

Over the years CFC has made numerous inquiries

about this land, but it has never been for sale. However,
in 2004 a development proposal for the Henry Lane
acreage was brought to Lake Barrington for its approval.
The project included four houses which would eliminate
the open space and also incorporated a storm water
system that would dump tainted water onto CFC’s
preserve. Additionally the design placed detention ponds
in the 100-foot buffer that is meant to protect wetlands.
Water from the ponds would drain directly into Flint
Creek, bypassing the wetlands, eliminating the flow

of water into them. Pollutants and excess nutrients in

run-off from the home sites would circumvent the wetlands
that could filter and cleanse the water. We were alarmed and
dismayed.

In addition, residents of the Henry Lane community
were concerned about the density of the development and
about the loss of open space in their neighborhood. The
property was slated to be divided into one-acre lots in a
neighborhood of pre-existing five-acre home sites.

We immediately developed an action plan. It entailed
buying one of the lots and redesigning a detention with
conservation value, taking it out of the buffer and returning
to the wetlands the ability to infiltrate the water back into
the ground. We would not just pipe it off the property.

How could we accomplish this plan? The full story would
fill the whole newsletter, but suffice it to say that it took

many parties: the concerned neighbors; a talented
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Flint Creek (continued from page 1)

conservation design engineer, Civil Design Group;
CFCs skilled negotiator, lawyer Dave Lynam; and

our own volunteers. We had to convince the Village of
Lake Barrington and the petitioner that this was in their
best interests too. As a result of many meetings with
the developer, the Village, and with neighbors, CFC’s
real estate committee was successful in its efforts. Our
organization will purchase .9 acre of upland and receive
a donation of 5.2 acres of wetland.

Our dedicated restoration volunteers will now go to
work to bring back the beauty and biodiversity that once
graced this land. A local neighborhood volunteer force
will join us in this effort.

We are relieved and proud to have accomplished this
feat. However, the cost of the property was considerable
as is the price of all property scheduled for development
in the Barrington area. We were able to purchase this
land promptly because of the strong support we have
received from our members and others in the community
who have made contributions to CFC’s land-acquisition
fund in the past. This purchase has diminished our

As the Barrington area continues
to develop, every square foot
of open space is worth preserving.

funds, and we have several other properties designated
for preservation as open space. We will be working in
the future to bring these pieces under the protection of
Citizens for Conservation as well. To do so we need

to replenish our land-acquisition fund so that we can
acquire these parcels as they become available. We hope
our members will understand the need and will support
our fall fundraiser. Their generous assistance in the
past allowed us to act boldly to acquire the Henry Lane
site. As the Barrington area continues to develop, every
square foot of open space near Flint Creek and other
natural areas is worth preserving.

Finally, we wish to thank the Village of Lake Barrington
for its efforts to assist us with our negotiations, and we
thank all of our members and contributors for making
our efforts a success. We are already thinking about
other possibilities, determined to save living space for
living things.
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Class of ’05 interns
tough out a hot one

The summer of 2005 brought our eleventh intern season
and, as it turned out, the toughest weather since the first
year. Day after day of unrelenting sun and high temps
gave the interns no respite. Yet we had one of our more
successful years, making major progress throughout
our preserves. This is a tribute to these four souls. The
bulk of the work consisted of collecting rare seed and
controlling weeds, but interns performed many other
tasks that will pay dividends down the line. Running
the intern program is very time consuming so that it

is gratifying to see the results at the end of summer. I
salute the interns and their work and hope the tradition
will continue.

-- Tom Vanderpoel

I have gained knowledge
about native

plants and how they help
the environment.

--Greg Thominet

I would not trade this past
Summer spent with CFC for
anything else.

--Luke Thominet

1 enjoyed being a part of

one of the most highly noted
conservation organizations in
the state.

--Megan Louise Schulz




CFC Continues to March 1n the 4th of July Parade

by Kathy Ehmig

It was great to return for a visit to Barrington in time to
join CFC for the 4th of July Parade. The weather was
great, and the crowds were excited and friendly as we
marched the route.

The Barrington High School parking lot was crowded
with parade participants. I feared there would be no one
along the parade route since half the town appeared to
be marching in the parade.

Live flowers decorated Tom Vanderpoel’s truck with a
large yellow “Support the Troops” ribbon in the middle
of the truck bed. We missed having the Seagrens’
antique truck for the parade, but the family was in
China, and Tom’s truck filled in nicely.

We were a small contingent of marchers. Art and
Dorothy Sigel carried the CFC banner. Tom Crosh wore
an Uncle Sam costume and delighted the crowd. He
must have been exhausted by the end of the parade since
he covered twice the ground we did going back and
forth to shake hands with the kids and to clown around
with the crowd.
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CFC salutes our troops with a “Yellow Flower Salute”

Gail Vanderpoel drove the truck while the rest of us
walked and carried signs. Walking the route were Jim
and Tom Vanderpoel, Donna Ducay, Melissa and Larry
Washow, Karen Hunter and Joyce Allen. My apologies
go to anyone I have missed mentioning.

My earlier fears were groundless since there were many
people along the parade route. The parade is always
great fun with people clapping and cheering when

they see the CFC contingent pass. I feel that it is very
important for CFC to participate in the parade since that
is how I learned about the organization.
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Uncle Sam (CFC member Tom Crosh) delights the crowd at the
4th of July parade

Thanks to CFC!

Dear Staff and Supporters of CFC,

July 22, 2005, in the company of Chuck Westcott,
I had the privilege of visiting for the first time the
remarkable Flint Creek Savanna.

My sincere congratulations to Citizens for
Conservation for preserving and managing this
most valuable site. The plethora of towering
compass plants in full bloom, the sweeping
branches of the great oaks and a pair of sandhill
cranes with a chick in tow made the visit one that
I will always cherish.

George Archibald
Co-founder International Crane Foundation
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Volunteers: the reason for our success!

by Sharon Pasch and Katherine Grover

More than eighty volunteers from past and present
attended the CFC Volunteer Celebration on July 23,
recognizing twenty years of volunteer effort toward
“Saving Living Space for Living Things.” Guests
mingled and chatted enjoying music by John Ludwig
and Greg Steele. Many congregated around the huge
timeline which listed key restoration activities and
the volunteers who had

How special are CFC’s volunteers? They are so special
that former volunteers returned from California and
New York to join the celebration. Volunteer effort was
evident everywhere. The farmhouse CFC acquired six
years ago is now bright and inviting inside and out. A
video loop filmed by Rob Neff includes a close-up view
of a red-tailed hawk, and photos of volunteers abound.

worked on them. Although
the day was warm, a large
tent provided shade where
participants enjoyed tasty
lunches served in hand-
decorated bags.

CFC president Karen

Hunter thanked the
volunteers as “the reason for
our success” and said that
CFC’s restoration program
has become a model for other
conservation groups to emulate. Our tireless, dedicated
volunteers have advanced habitat restoration with
tremendous results.

Tom Vanderpoel, co-chairman of restoration,
remembered a meeting twenty years ago when the

field of restoration was new and a group of five

people became CFC’s first restoration volunteers. In
contrast, Tom pointed to the names of more than 2600
volunteers who have since been involved in restoring
the lands CFC began acquiring twenty years ago. He
has meticulously recorded this information on what are
now stained and dog-eared butcher paper-sized charts
that easily measure twice his height and width! These
volunteers came to CFC not only as individuals but also
as groups from community garden clubs, school and
church groups, senior citizen, business, scout, and social
service organizations as well as other conservation
entities. They have cleared, shaped, replanted, weeded,
and harvested the lands that CFC acquired. They have
also helped with other restoration projects CFC found
critical to its mission, such as Baker’s Lake, Cuba
Marsh/Ela Prairie, and Spring Creek Prairie.

Restoration activities also involve the volunteers who
have played vital roles in administration, education,
and public relations — all are equal partners in the
stewardship of these lands.

CFC News ¢ Page 4

“Volunteers” dress up for Celebration

Outside is a well-labeled
garden path landscaped
with native plants,
showing home gardeners
how dozens of species
look as they mature.

The gravel hill prairie is
beginning to thrive. A large
area has been set aside
to raise native plants for
seed collection.

We offer our sincere
appreciation to all the
volunteers who helped with this celebration honoring
their partners in the field, office, and classroom. We
come together in our mission of “saving living space for
living things.” Thank you!

Night herons spotted on Baker’s Lake tour

On the morning of CFC’s volunteer celebration

twelve people toured Baker’s Lake Savanna with

Patsy Mortimer and glimpsed the heron rookery. All
461 nests can be seen only by canoe during the annual
bird count, but nests containing cormorants, great

blue herons, great egrets and a pair of black-crowned
night herons were “up-close-and personal” through
powerful scopes. The 17-acre preserve has changed
considerably since volunteers planted the first rescued
shooting stars and rue anemones in the spring of 1988.
Eighteen years of wildflower rescues, weeding, seed
collecting and sowing, brush clearing, and controlled
burns have produced a vastly different landscape from
the few remnant wildflowers that had survived previous
mowing by hugging the bases of the oaks. Now there
are wildflowers everywhere with starry campion and
bottle brush grass noted during the summer tour. The
blooming plants change constantly making the savanna
interesting to visit throughout the growing season.

—Patsy Mortimer



Splendor of Grigsby Prairie
enchants even frequent visitors

With great anticipation I had looked forward to CFC’s
volunteer appreciation day. The summer’s drought had
been relentless, but then it happened, not a downpour
but a brief slow and steady rain. When I arrived at
Grigsby Prairie for the scheduled tour, a few drops
lingered. Grigsby was ready to share its beauty as if the
rain had allowed for a little sprucing up. Our walk began
with Tom Vanderpoel leading the way, expounding a

bit of history with Meredith Tucker filling in details.

As always I learned, but I mostly felt enveloped by the
splendor of Mother Nature. While some plants were not
at their finest, clearly showing signs of weariness, others
seemed unscathed by the dryness. Some of my favorite
plants tolerated the drought well: rattlesnake master,
compass plant, and prairie dock. While I felt sad for
those plants that struggled with the drought, I marveled
at how others seemed to show no ill effects

So goes the wonder of nature and her ability to adapt.
I left Grigsby with a sense of pride knowing that
through CFC’s efforts we have been able to help
nature and create a sanctuary “saving living space for
living things.”

—Tom Crosh

Patsy Mortimer guides volunteers at Bakers Lake.

Savanna prairie spectacularly
colorful despite drought

When one looks at the houses surrounding Flint Creek
Savanna, one can imagine how the property might
have looked if CFC members and supporters had not
stepped in during the late 1980’s to save the grove of
magnificent oak trees. Instead, thanks to the work of
hundreds of volunteers, the preserve is becoming what
tour leader Wendy Paulson called “original Illinois.”
Wendy led a group of CFC volunteers and neighbors
through the 103-acre preserve, sharing prairie wisdom
(“rushes are round, sedges have edges”), identifying
plants, birds, and butterflies, and encouraging us to take
in the prairie with all of our senses. Tom Vanderpoel,
John Wagner and Bob LeFevre also led Savanna tours.

Although the weather had been extremely dry for
weeks, the flat leaves of the compass plants were not
withered, and the tall yellow blooms were abundant.
We saw the huge, rough leaves of the prairie dock.
Wendy was delighted to find legumes like leadplant and
Desmodium thriving in the restoration. Pioneer plants
which dominated in the early years (like coneflower
and bergamot) have become less numerous as more
conservative species (those which thrive only as part
of a healthy natural community) begin to flourish. The
diversity and overall health of the prairie has increased.

“I love it,” said ten-year-old Elena, a Flint Creek
neighbor, as we crossed the stone bridge to the east side
of the creek. There Wendy showed Elena, nine-year-old
Lorenzo, and six-year-old Anna how to pull apart the
stems of horsetail and push them back together again.
We smelled the crushed leaves of mountain mint. We
passed pink Joe Pye weed and yellow Rudbeckia.

As we approached the east wetland, we were shocked

to see that the largest white oak on the property had
recently split apart in heavy winds. However, along

the edge of the trail, young oaks offered hope that the
savanna is regenerating. Wendy explained that the
“meticulously restored” wetland is regionally significant
as a stopover for migrating waterfowl. There was almost
no standing water in the pond, just a covering of bur reed
in response to the extremely dry summer. Plant diversity
will be visible again when weather conditions change.

As the tour ended, someone spotted an unusually
shaped leaf which Rob Neff identified as a luna moth.
In fact, it was a pair of luna moths. Sights and sounds of
wildlife were abundant throughout the preserve. It was
both enjoyable and satisfying to see the progress and to
envision the future of Flint Creek Savanna.

—Sharon Pasch
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Flint Creek watershed partnership

by Joe Kelsch

The founding organizations of the Flint Creek Watershed
Partnership — the Barrington Area Development

Council (BADC) and Citizens for Conservation (CFC)

— together with their associate partners — the Barrington
Area Council of Governments (BACOG), the Village

of Barrington and most recently the Village of North
Barrington — are pleased to announce that the Partnership
has completed its initial organization start-up phase. In
the coming months, the Partnership expects to recruit
additional Barrington-area villages and townships and
eventually homeowner associations and garden clubs

to join the Partnership in a community-wide effort to
maintain and improve Flint Creek and to educate citizens
about the substantial benefits to the community from
such activities.

During the past six months, the Partnership has
established ongoing dialogue with the various county,
state and regional agencies that are sources for both
government grant funds and creek-management
expertise. Professional consultative resources and other
nearby watershed partnership organizations have been
included in this dialogue. Through the generous funding
support of the two founding partners, the Partnership
has been fortunate to retain the professional services of
Patsy Mortimer, a noted area conservationist and past
President of Citizens for Conservation. Patsy, who is also
a member of the Partnership’s Management Committee,
will oversee the preparation of government grant
applications and assist the Partnership in establishing
and maintaining communications with the appropriate
government agencies and with prospective members and
interested citizens. Other committee participants are:
Janet Agnoletti, BACOG; Ron Hamelberg, Joe Kelsch
and Don Klein, BADC; Sam Oliver, CFC; John Heinz,
Village of Barrington; Barbara Potter, Village of North
Barrington; and Michael Novotney, consulting engineer
from Baxter & Woodman.

Updating of the 1994 Flint Creek Watershed Action Plan
(prepared by the Lake County Stormwater Management
Commission and the Northeastern Illinois Planning
Commission for the Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency and the Illinois Department of Conservation,
(now Natural Resources) has been identified as the

top project priority for the Partnership to address in

the coming year. In pursuing this task, the Partnership
has secured a commitment from the Lake County
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Stormwater Management Commission to supply the
personnel necessary to complete a comprehensive

audit of the Lake County portion of Flint Creek in the
summer of 2006. We will seek similar help for the
Cook County portion. We will use the audit information
to compile a report update including identification of
priority remediation, restoration and prevention projects.
It is expected that the Partnership will be successful

in securing grant funding to complete the report and,
where possible, to assist local governments in securing
necessary grant funds to implement identified projects.

For further information please contact Patsy Mortimer at
847-381-8663 or pmortimer@earthlink.net, or you may
mail an inquiry to the Flint Creek Watershed Partnership,
c/o CFC, 459 West Highway 22, Barrington, IL 60010.

Nominations invited
for conservation awards

People who have made a difference in the cause of
conservation in the Barrington area each year are
publicly recognized by CFC in the form of awards.

The William H. Miller Award: “In recognition of
outstanding contribution toward conservation in the
Barrington Area.” Open to an individual, group or
organization outside of CFC.

The Great Blue Heron Award: “In recognition
of outstanding contribution toward conservation
within CFC activities.” Open to individuals
affiliated with CFC.

If you would like to make a nomination, call

CFC (847/382-SAVE) and leave your name and
number. We will send a nomination form to you.
We must receive submissions by January 10, 2006.
Awards will be presented at CFC’s annual meeting
in February.



From the Staff Director

The Bigger Picture

In 1984, Citizens for Conservation founder Bill Miller
asked that CFC be invited to attend the quarterly
meetings of the Council of Barrington Garden

Clubs. CFC continues as a non-voting participant at
the Council meetings where representatives share
information and undertake cooperative projects.

CFC is one of the original members of the Healthier
Barrington Project and is active in all of its ongoing
initiatives. In addition, the Flint Creek Watershed
Partnership is now established with CFC as a

major participant. Please read about this vital new
organization in this issue of CFC News.

CFC has also joined with other land trusts in the Fox
River watershed to form the Fox Land Alliance. With

a sense of urgency, this group recently sponsored

a Legacy of Land workshop that was attended by

staff and board of land trusts, attorneys, accountants,
development directors of two colleges, people interested
in possible conservation easements on their land and
others wanting to know more about conservation
easements. George Covington, an attorney with a great
deal of experience in this field, was the featured speaker.

Recently all of the land trusts in Lake County met to
become better acquainted with each others’ perceived
geographic boundaries, challenges, and immediate and
long-term goals.

In October five of us from CFC, including our
attorney, attended the National Land Conservation
Conference: Rally 2005 held in Madison, Wisconsin.
We have heard about Rally, sponsored by the Land
Trust Alliance, for several years and are pleased

that it was held in the Midwest this year. Over 1,800
land conservationists attended—the educational
opportunities were exceptional.

Bill Miller was perceptive in his realization that in order
to accomplish its mission of “Saving Living Space

for Living Things,” Citizens for Conservation must
constantly be involved with others—those who strive to
see the big picture, who seek the long view.

—-Sam Oliver

Thanks to ...

... Grove Avenue School’s Fifth Graders for
collecting seed at Baker’s Lake Savanna to restore
native savanna vegetation in the Barrington area.

Two classes collecting Joe Pye weed seed filled
a large, brown yard waste bag with eight pounds
of seed.

A third class collected nine quarts of Solomon’s
seal berries. Several students collected some
woodland puccoon and wild rye. The seeds will
be cleaned in late October by rubbing them
through screens and will then be spread in the
preserves in November.

Thanks again for helping Citizens for
Conservation with its natural area restoration.

Patsy Mortimer
Citizens for Conservation

... the Cary Kings Chess Club for their
contribution to CFC. At this summer’s Barrington
Chess Camp, led by International Grandmaster
Yury Shulman, the players voted to support CFC
as the non-profit organization to receive $5.00
each time a clock was sold. Clocks are used for
tournament play.

... the Four Seasons Garden Club for their
recent contribution given at the suggestion of
Joyce Allen who is a member of both of these
organizations.

....Scott Vukovich for installing two new
windows at CFC headquarters.

... Dorothy Sigel and Melissa Washow for the
new mailbox at CFC headquarters.

... Teresa Castagnia who helped pick up plants
for the CFC plant sale.

... The Natural History Society of Barrington
for their recent generous contribution.

... Terry Jennings of the Barrington Park
District and Dr. and Mrs. Richard Smith for
helping to make our Volunteer Celebration a
Success!
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Citizens for Conservation
VOLUNTEER BONFIRE

FOR ALL CFCiIS WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS

Saturday, November 5, 6:00 p.m.
FLINT CREEK SAVANNA 0 BY THE OFFICE

EASY ACCESS TO PARKING AND THE OFFICE (Bathrooms!)
BRING A SALAD OR DESSERT TO SHARE,
BEVERAGES AND LAWN CHAIRS.

CFC WILL PROVIDE CHILI, PAPER GOODS AND, OF COURSE,

THE BONFIRE!

Please RSVP to CFC at (847) 382-SAVE (7283) by November 1
so CFC chefs will be sure to make enough Chili!
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