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Citizens for Conservation acquires land for restoration 
 
 
LAKE BARRINGTON, IL - March 6, 2019 - Citizens for Conservation, one of the oldest 
and most successful volunteer conservation groups in Illinois, today announced that it has 
acquired two parcels of land that are significant additions towards achieving the group’s 
25-year strategic goal of linked ecosystems in the Barrington area. 
 
One parcel was acquired from Arthur Rice III and Lynn Rice and is across Hart Road to 
the west of CFC’s Craftsbury Preserve, which is currently being restored. CFC plans to 
consolidate the preserve with the new 31-acre parcel creating a single preserve, divided by 
Hart Road. The new preserve will be 53 acres, and will be CFC’s second-largest preserve, 
after Flint Creek Savanna. 
 
The other parcel of nearly five acres on West Oak Knoll Road in Barrington Hills was 
generously donated to CFC by the Joan Y. Mullins Trust. The land is near CFC’s Grigsby 
Prairie Preserve and is adjacent to the open space of Barrington Hills Country Club. CFC 
will be developing land management plans for the property in the future. 
 
The acquisitions are important to CFC for a number of reasons, said Kevin Scheiwiller, 
CFC’s restoration manager. “The new Craftsbury tract of land offers rolling topography 
and wetland depressions left over as the last glaciers receded from this area,” he said. “It 
also contains the remainder of the main wetland from the original Craftsbury (East) 
donation. Even though all you can currently see from Hart Road are buckthorn and 
cattails, there are still small pockets of remnant, conservative species hanging on at this 
site. The removal of buckthorn will allow residents of the Barrington area to enjoy the 53 
acres of rolling grasslands while furthering the ecological health of this site.”  
 
Scheiwiller added that the Mullins land donation is a “vital parcel of open land within the 
Flint Creek Watershed, helping to further the Barrington Greenway. The property lies in 
between Grigsby Prairie, Paganica Prairie, and the remnant prairie along the Metra 
tracks. It will take quite a bit of effort to re-establish native vegetation on this preserve, 
but it is now protected as open space from future development.”  
 
“CFC is thrilled to add these properties and thanks the many people, donors and 
volunteers who have worked to help CFC acquire these parcels,” said Kathleen Leitner, 
CFC board president.  



 

 

 
With the new acquisitions, CFC now owns and manages more than 476 acres and for the 
past 48 years has helped protect almost 3,500 acres in the Barrington area. 
 
About Citizens for Conservation  
Citizens for Conservation is volunteer-based and has been a leading environmental 
steward in the Barrington area since its inception in 1971. Incorporated as a not-for-profit 
organization, CFC actively restores land with the help of volunteers, donors and strategic 
partners who want to maintain the beauty and biodiversity of the Barrington area for 
generations to come. CFC also works within the community and the region to foster good 
environmental ethics and practices. Its efforts benefit native plants and animals and 
enhance ecosystems services such as groundwater protection, flood and erosion control, 
and carbon sequestration.  
 
Restoration volunteers work year-round on CFC land to cut brush, restore native plants, 
and sow and collect native seed. They also work in many other areas that support CFC’s 
mission, including education, native plant propagation, fundraising, wildlife and plant 
monitoring, office activities, and larger collaborative conservation efforts.  
 
CFC also created and leads the Barrington Greenway Initiative (BGI), a long-term plan to 
expand and link fragmented natural habitats, increase biodiversity and advance 
ecosystems in the greater Barrington community from approximately Poplar Creek north 
to Roberts Road. This partnership between CFC and other conservation groups and 
volunteers will link more than 14,000 acres of prairies, wetlands and forest preserves for 
conservation success and benefits to area residents. 
 
 
For more information please visit www.citizensforconservation.org.  
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CFC program focuses on native plants for the garden 
 
 
BARRINGTON, IL - March 6, 2019 - Native plants nourish native bugs and birds and 
provide beautiful and useful habitat on homeowners’ properties. 
 
Citizens for Conservation’s 2019 Community Education Program Series will feature 
“Favorite Native Plants: Trees, Shrubs, Flowers and Grasses” on Saturday, March 9 at 10 
a.m. Meredith Tucker, naturalist and chair of CFC’s Habitat Corridors program, will 
share some favorite native plants that are popular with Habitat Corridors homeowners. 
These plants grow successfully in various conditions in the Barrington area.  
 
Tucker is a former board member and president of CFC and founder and director of 
Habitat Corridors, which provides site visits to homeowners, providing advice to improve 
habitat in their yards. 
 
The final program in the winter program series, which focuses on creating habitat and 
earth-friendly yard practices, will be “A Morning with Rachel Carson,” on  Saturday, April 
13. Actress and scholar Leslie Goddard will portray Rachel Carson, scientist and author 
of Silent Spring, a wakeup call about the dangers of the pesticide DDT.  
 
All programs will be held at the Barrington Village Hall at 200 S. Hough St., 
Barrington. Free parking is available in the lot behind the building. Programs begin at 10 
a.m.; coffee, conversation and handouts will be available at 9:30. CFC members attend 
without charge; $10 for nonmembers. RSVP to 847-382-SAVE (7283) or to 
communityed@citizensforconservation.org. Please provide your name, phone number and 
the program name. 
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Online ordering for CFC spring plant sale now available 
 
 
BARRINGTON, IL - March 6, 2019 - Online ordering for Citizens for Conservation’s 23rd 
annual Native Plant, Shrub and Tree Sale is now available on CFC’s website, 
www.citizensforconservation.org. 
 
The sale will be held Saturday, May 4 and Sunday, May 5, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., in the Good 
Shepherd Hospital barn area, east of the hospital, at 450 W. Highway 22 in Lake 
Barrington.  
 
To help customers better plan their purchases, CFC’s online catalog includes information 
on plants’ color, bloom period, water and sun requirements, and size.  
 
Native plants provide many advantages for both gardeners and the environment, and 
buyers can choose from a huge selection of robust, hardy native plants, including 
perennials, ferns, sedges, grasses, shrubs and trees.  As part of CFC’s Milkweed for 
Monarchs campaign to encourage monarch populations, numerous species of native 
milkweed will be available at discounted prices. All plants sold are free of neonicotinoid 
pesticides.  
  
Pre-sale online ordering will be available through April 14. Orders are filled on a first-
come-first-filled basis, so order early.  Pickup date for preorders is Friday, May 3, from 11 
a.m.-6 p.m. CFC members will also be able to shop the sale on May 4, and members get a 
10 percent discount all days. 
 
For more information, call CFC at 847-382-SAVE (7283). 
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CFC seeks bluebird monitors 
 
 
BARRINGTON, IL - March 6, 2019 -Citizens for Conservation is looking for bluebird 
monitors for the 2019 spring and summer seasons.  
 
Eastern bluebird nest box monitoring at Flint Creek Savanna has been an ongoing project 
for the CFC, who monitor nest boxes on three trails. The Flint Creek Savanna trails are 
located right by CFC farmhouse, at 459 W Rt. 22, in Lake Barrington.  
 
The goal of nest box monitoring is to bolster the local eastern bluebird population. 
Research has shown conclusively that actively monitored nesting boxes produce a 
significantly higher number of fledged young than do unmonitored boxes. Additionally, 
nesting boxes that are not monitored will often produce multiple broods of highly 
destructive house sparrows (a non-native, invasive bird species) that compete for nesting 
sites with native birds. 
 
Monitoring will start in early April, and will continue throughout most of the summer. 
Volunteers will walk the trails at Flint Creek Savanna to inspect 10-12 bluebird houses 
each time. Each trail should take approximately one hour to monitor. CFC’s goal is to have 
volunteers monitor one trail, once every three weeks. The times are flexible and can be 
done at the volunteer's convenience. Volunteers will work in pairs, and education and 
training will be provided.  
 
An orientation session will be held Wednesday, March 13 at 7 p.m. at CFC headquarters. 
For more information—or if you are interested and cannot attend the session—contact 
Barb Laughlin-Karon at bkaron313@gmail.com.  
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CFC and Barrington Greenway Initiative sponsor brush cutting day 
 
BARRINGTON, IL - March 6, 2019 - The Barrington Greenway Initiative and Citizens for 
Conservation will sponsor a brush cutting workday on Saturday, March 9  from 9 a.m - 
noon at Cuba Marsh. 
 
Be a part of the Barrington area’s collaborative conservation community and work 
alongside volunteer stewards and staff from CFC, Audubon Great Lakes, the Bobolink 
Foundation, Friends of the Forest Preserves, Forest Preserves of Cook County, and Lake 
County Forest Preserves. Meet Meet at Cuba Marsh, 24205 W. Cuba Rod., Deer Park; 
wear sturdy shoes and dress for the weather and bring work gloves. All ages are welcome.  
 
The Barrington Greenway Initiative is a long-term plan, created and led by Citizens for 
Conservation, to expand and link fragmented natural habitats, increase biodiversity and 
advance ecosystems in the greater Barrington community from approximately Poplar 
Creek north to Roberts Road. This partnership between CFC and other conservation 
groups and volunteers will link more than 14,000 acres of prairies, wetlands and forest 
preserves for conservation success and benefits to area residents. 
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CFC workdays offer volunteer opportunities 
 
BARRINGTON, IL - March 6, 2019 - Experienced and new volunteers of all ages are 
always welcome at Citizens for Conservation’s restoration workdays on Thursdays and 
Saturdays from 9 - 11 a.m.  
 
Meet at CFC’s office, 459 W. Highway 22, Lake Barrington, across from Advocate Good 
Shepherd Hospital. Bring work gloves, wear sturdy shoes and dress for the weather.  
 
For more information, call CFC at 847-382-SAVE (7283) or visit 
www.citizensforconservation.org. 
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